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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amended claim with respect to "wherein the enhancing includes 
converting the incoming calls to text by speech recognition and displaying the text" has 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-5, 7-11,13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gupta et al. (US 6,766,176 B1) and Butnaru et al. (US 6,240,392 
81). 

Reclaim 1, the method for enhancing a usage of a telephone, the 
method comprising: receiving an incoming call and detecting an ambient 
noise level (fig. 1,3-5; col.l line 65 & col. 2 line 7; col . 4 line 12-17 
& line 47-57); and enhancing the incoming call to make it more 
understandable by a recipient of the incoming call where the detected 
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ambient noise level is greater than a predetermined threshold noise 
level (fig. 3-5, 10; col . 8 line 7-40; col. 14 line 15-48). 

However, Gupta et al . fail to disclose of the concept of wherein 
the enhancing includes converting the incoming call to text by speech 
recognition and displaying the text. However, Butnaru et al . disclose 
of a system wherein the enhancing comprises converting the incoming 
call to text and displaying the text to the recipient of the incoming 
call (fig. 3; col . 6 line 1-35; col. 7 line 35-50/in loud environment 
wherein many device including phones with device may be converted as 
such) for the purpose of enabling the user to visualize speech and 
other sounds directed at him through various audio sources. Thus, 
taking the combined teaching of Gupta et al . and Butnaru et al. as a 
whole, it would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to have modify Gupta et al . by 
incorporating the wherein the enhancing comprises converting the 
incoming call to text and displaying the text to the recipient of the 
incoming call for the purpose of enabling the user to visualize speech 
and other sounds directed at him through various audio sources. 

Re claim 2, the method of claim 1, wherein the enhancing further 
comprises automatically amplifying a loudness of the incoming call to 
the recipient of the incoming call (fig. 3 wt (118 , 114 , 115 ), 4-5; col . 14 
line 15-47) . 
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Re claim 3, the method of claim 1, wherein the displaying of the text 
is to the recipient of the incoming call (Mcintosh, col. 3 line 60). 

Re claim 4, the method of claim 1, the combined teaching of Gupta et 
al . and Butnaru et al. as a whole, further teach of the wherein the 
enhancing further comprises automatically amplifying a loudness of the 
incoming call to the recipient of the incoming call (fig. 3 wt 
(118,114,115) ,4-5;col. 14 line 15-47) and displaying of the text is to 
the recipient of the incoming call (see claim 1 rejection) . 

Re claim 5, the method of claim 1, wherein the telephone is a 
cellular telephone (fig. 3; col . 1 line 11-15). 

Re claim 7, the telephone comprising: a receiver for receiving an 
incoming call and a noise sensor for detecting an ambient noise level 
(fig. 3 wt (106,114)); and a processor for enhancing the incoming call 
to make it more understandable by a recipient of the incoming call 

where the detected ambient noise level is greater than a predetermined 
threshold noise level (fig. 3-5, 10; col. 8 line 7-40; col. 14 line 15- 
48) . 



However, Gupta et al . fail to disclose of the concept of wherein 
the enhancing includes converting the incoming call to alphanumeric 
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text by speech recognition and displaying the alphanumeric text. 
However, Butnaru et al . disclose of a system wherein the enhancing 
includes converting the incoming call to alphanumeric text by speech 
recognition and displaying the alphanumeric text (fig. 3; col. 3 line 
63-C01.4 line 6; col . 6 line 1-35; col . 7 line 35-50/in loud environment 
wherein many device including phones with device may be converted as 
such) for the purpose of enabling the user to visualize speech and 
other sounds directed at him through various audio sources. Thus, 
taking the combined teaching of Gupta et al . and Butnaru et al. as a 
whole, it would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to have modify Gupta et al . by 
incorporating the wherein the enhancing includes converting the 
incoming call to alphanumeric text by speech recognition and 
displaying the alphanumeric text for the purpose of enabling the user 
to visualize speech and other sounds directed at him through various 
audio sources. 

Re claim 8, the telephone of claim 7, further comprising a 
speaker for reproducing the incoming call, wherein the processor 

automatically amplifies a loudness of the incoming call on the speaker 
where the detected ambient noise level is greater than the 
predetermined threshold noise level (fig. 1,10; col. 8 line 5-25). 



Re claim 11, the telephone of claim 7, wherein the telephone is a 
cellular telephone (fig. 3; col . 1 line 11-15). 



Application/Control Number: 10/586,178 
Art Unit: 2615 



Page 6 



Re claims 13-14, 16-17 have been analyzed and rejected with respect to 
claims 1-2 respectively. 

Re claim 10, the telephone of claim 7, the combined teaching of 

Gupta et al. and Butnaru et al . as a whole, further comprising a 
speaker for reproducing the incoming call and display screen for 
displaying the alphanumeric text to the recipient of the incoming call 
, and wherein the processor automatically amplifies a loudness of the 
incoming call on the speaker and converts the incoming call to text by 
speech recognition, , and displays the text to the recipient of the 
incoming call where the detected ambient noise level is greater than 
the predetermined threshold noise level (fig. 1,3; col . 8 line 7-40; 
col. 14 line 15-48) . 

Re claim 9 has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 

10. 

Re claims 15, 18 has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 
4 , 3 respectively . 
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4. Claims 6,12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gupta et al. (US 6,766,176 B1) and Butnaru et al. (US 6,240,392 81) and further in view 
of Lowe (US 2004/0229568 Al ). 

Re claim 6, the method of claim 2 with the telephone system. 
However, the combined teaching of Gupta et al . and Butnaru et al. as a 
whole, fail to disclose of the further comprising detecting whether a 
headphones is operatively connected to the telephone, wherein the 
amplifying is only carried out when the headphones are detected as 
being operatively connected. However, Lowe et al. disclose of a system 
wherein similar concept of comprising detecting whether a headphones 
is operatively connected to the telephone, wherein the amplifying is 
only carried out when the headphones are detected as being operatively 
connected (par [0043, 0074] ; fig. 4 (50), f ig . 3/monitor headset to either 
signal with or without sound) for the purpose of providing 
entertainment on the individual basis without distracting other 
customers around. Thus, taking the combined teaching of the combined 
teaching of Gupta et al. and Butnaru et al. and Lowe as a whole, it 
would have been obvious for one of the ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have modify the combined teaching of 
Gupta et al. and Butnaru et al . as a whole, by incorporating the 
concept of comprising detecting whether a headphones is operatively 
connected to the telephone, wherein the amplifying is only carried out 
when the headphones are detected as being operatively connected for 
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the purpose of providing entertainment on the individual basis without 
distracting other customers around. 

Re claim 12 has been analyzed and rejected with respect to claim 
6 above. 



2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following prior art also disclose of the converting incoming phone call to text by 
speech recognition and displaying such text. Jugovec et al. (US 2004/0052342 A1) and 
Palmquist (US 2003/0125959 Al). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Disler Paul whose telephone number is 571-270-1 187. The examiner can 
normally be reached on 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Chin Vivian can be reached on 571-272-7848. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



ID. P./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2615 
/Vivian Chin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2615 



